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such as Virgil's account of how ^Eneas escaped from the
fall of Troy and founded the Roman nation, and the great
histories, Thucidydes5 History of Greece, and the works of
Livy and Tacitus and Julius Caesar in Latin, of Demos-
thenes and of Cicero. All this made such an imposing
body of literature, especially when set off in the new glory
of print on vellum, that there was in vernacular English,
or indeed in any vernacular, nothing like it at all. It was
so to speak the world's literature, containing all the
wisdom of the world. Even when people in England
such as Shakespeare began to write things that were better,
no one knew it or admitted it. Many people still don't.
A Greek professor, especially if growing old and apt to
sit under a tree and fall asleep over Theocritus, will tell
you5 of course, that Greek literature is unsurpassed. Nor
can you contradict him, since you don't know it, except
by telling him that the Chinese classics are better still.
So here then was the education that went with the
rising glory of England and the earliest beginnings of
the United States. Oddly enough it carried with it
a fringe, that kept growing and expanding, of Mathe-
matics and Physics that had not been part of the edu-
cation of the Greeks at large. The Greeks abhorred
anything practical (just as Oxford a hundred years ago
tried to ignore " stinks/* meaning chemistry) and they
never had any decent system of calculation by numbers
on paper, so that Greek mathematics was queer odd in-
genious stuff, as if one worked out puzzles for puzzles*
sake. It was complicated and difficult enough, as when
they speculated on the kind of curves made by slicing
through a cone (conic sections), an enquiry carried on
"just for fun " in their time. Only one part of their
Greek mathematics, the art of field measurement, or
geometry, was especially developed into a complete and
rounded form, particularly in Egypt, in the great Greek
centre of learning in Alexandria. This was because in.
Egypt with each annual flood of the Nile land measure-
ment by sight lines had a special importance. Hence the